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ENERGY ECONOMICS DENMARK 





ENERGY MINISTER PLANS TO ALTER OIL PACT WITH MOLLER 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 3 Jan 82 p 6 
[Article by Peter Kjelstrup] 


[Text] Energy Minister Poul Nielsen wants new negotiations already the first 
time the new oil pact with A. P. Moller is being taken into use. 


According to the energy minister, this is due to the fact that neither at the 
return of half of the Danish underground as of 1 January, nor in the preparation 
of the work programs for the drilling activities in the areas which the company 
will retain, has A. P. Moller complied with the terms of the pact. 


On the other hand, Director Mogens Rorvig, Dansk Undergrunds-Consortium [Danish 
Underground Consortium], says that the pact has been observed to the letter. It, 
therefore, is iikely from the very start that the interpretation of the new license 
agreement will have to be settled by arbitration. 


Activity in Next 6 Years Insufficient 


Energy Minister Poul Nielsen tells BERLINGSKE TIDENDE, Sunday edition, that while 
certain areas returned are nice and adjoining, it is in the case of other areas a 
question of ‘pure fretwork,' which is not in conformity with the wording of the 
pact to the effect that the areas returned ‘shall be suitable for prospecting and 
production. ' 


At the same time, the energy minister says that the work programs for the individual 
blocs are not adequate--compared with normal practice within the oil industry. 

He does not, however, want to discuss the programs for the individual blocs but 
only to establish that the activity proposed for the next 6 years is not adequate. 


Director Mogens Reorvig, DUC [Danish Underground Consortium], tells BERLINGSKE 
TIDENDE that both the return and the work programs have been worked out according 
to the conditions of the pact, and that the only thing they had heard from the 
Ministry of Energy was that the ministry had made certain reservations. Mogens 
Roervig does not want either to discuss the 'fretwork' but suffices it to referring 
to the geological conditions. 


At Liberty to Change Materiai Sent 


Already a few hours after receiving the material from A. P. Moller did the Ministry 
of Energy decide to reserve its approval. According to the energy minister, this 

















decision was made after the ministry had read the several hundred pages of the 
material sent, whereas the shipping company wonders how this could be. The 
material was handed over to the ministry on 18 December. 


According to the agreement, the energy minister must take a position on the material 
as soon as possible. If it is not approved, the licensee has a certain period of 
time to change it so that it can be approved. If this does not happen, the terri- 
tory delimitations will be fixed by the minister. A complaint may, in turn, be 

made by A. P. Moller against this decision, whereupon the matter will be settled 

by arbitration. Here, each party designates an arbitrator who shall jointly 

appoint an arbitrator. If they fail to agree on such an appointment, the arbitrator 
shall be chosen by the president of the Supreme Court from among the Supreme Court 
judges. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS DENMARK 


St JESS WITH CONSERVATION MEANS MORE HOMES TO GET GAS 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 3 Jan 82 p 14 
[Article by Peter Kjelstrup] 


[Text] Surprisingly large energy savings especially among single-family home 
Owners means that more households than previously assumed will get natural gas 
in order for the 2.5 billion cubic meters of natural gas bought each year by 
the government to be sold. 


Already after the last heating season was the natural gas project expanded by 20 
percent as a result of the decline in the oil consumption. Recent figures from 
B.P. show that the savings continue also this winter. At the same time, there 
are indications that the expectations on the part of the Ministry of Imergy of 
an increase in the oil consumption once people had git used to the new prices 

do not come true. 


K. Rybner, department chief, B.P., tells BERLINGSKE TIDENDE that the oil consump- 
tion of a single-family home is now 40 percent below the consumption prior to the 
last oil crisis, adjusted for differences in weather conditions. 


The department chief also last year anticipated the savings which meant that the 
natural gas project was expanded. 


Welcome News 


"There are some indications that instead of getting used to the higher energy 
prices, people prepare themselves for them," K. Rybner tells BERLINGSKE TIDENDE. 
"And that means that we may also in the future experience a declining oil consump- 
tion even if the prices do not increase." 


N. A. Gadegaard, department head, Ministry of Energy, welcomes the efforts to save 
on the oil consumption. 


"This is in agreement with the energy policy and means that natural gas may reach 
more people. That means that more oil will be replaced. But it is clear that the 
farther away the network will have to be developed, the more expensive it will be- 
come. It is, however, the low-cost end of the network which will thus be expanded. 
Approximately half of the total construction costs will be covered by the controlling 
transmission network, which will not be expanded," the department head says, who does 
not fear that we shall get too costly energy in this way. "Continuous planning is 


going on with analyses where we can see the influence of these factors on the 
heating plans," N. A. Gadegaard says. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS DENMARK 


GOVERNMENT ADVANCES PLANS FOR EXTENSION OF GAS NETWORK 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 18 Jan 82 p 5 
[Article by Chr. Brendu7] 


[Text] Energy Minister Poul Nielsen will now start informative discussions with 
the parties of the Folketing for an extension of the natural gas network to 
include Central and North Jutland. This is done in an attempt to secure an early 
decision which, according to Poul Nielsen, is highly needed. Poul Nielsen, 
moreover, would like to discuss the energy policy in general after the election-- 
not least to avoid any misunderstandings on the plans of the government. 


It is Poul Nielsen's idea that the implementation of the natural gas supply net- 
work to Central Jutland and North Jutland take place simultaneously with the 
completion of the natural gas supply network on Zealand in 1984. "However, a 

long time will elapse from the time the network is planned by the advisory engineer- 
ing firms till the machinery of the construction firms starts working. That is why 
the government wants the decision to be made as soon as possible," Poul Nielsen 
tells BERLINGSKE TIDENDE. 


The background to the government's proposal are calculations showing that the ex- 
tension in Jutland by itself will yield a rate of return of approximately 20 per- 
cent and will raise the rate of return on investments in the total natural gas 
project from 12-13 percent to 14 percent. 


Conditions Made 


The Socialist People's Party, the Radical Liberal Party and the Liberal Party have 
made a number of conditions in advance which the parties want included in the 
discussions with the government. Next Tuesday, the Socialist People's Party will 
introduce a bill which will increase the local influence on the choice of energy 
source very considerably. The position of the Socialist People's Party is shared 
by the Radical Liberal Party, which, moreover, wants the possibilities explored 

of more decentralized heat power plants and possibly the sale of part of the 
natural gas. The Liberal Party wants a clarification of the nuclear power problems 
Simultaneously with the decision on an extension of the natural gas network and 
also wants the greatest possible local influence. 


To this, Foul Nielsen says that the government advances the proposal because it 
feels convinced that it will be a clear advantage to the country, also even if no 
economic advantage would be derived from the extension. 














"It will be the responsibility of the parties to stress the problems that are the 
most serious to the country,'’ Poul Nielsen says. He, finally, points out that the 
municipalities in the areas concerned have an urgent need to have the basis for 
their further heating planning clarified. 


‘al 


Greatest Possible Local Influence 
"But the government is a minority government, and we have to work on that basis. 
we present the proposals we consider right, and then we have to exchange arguments 


with the parties. We shall participate in that discussion, but our proposal is not 
utterly unfounded.” 


Poul Nielsen stresses, at the same time, that everybody--including the government-- 
wants to give the local communities the greatest possible influence on their choice 
of energy source. "But to ensure a certain rate of return on the very large invest- 
ments in natural gas and heat power of which it is a question we have to be certain 
that there is the necessary coordination of the planning. And the thing is that one 
cannot go beyond a certain point without jeopardizing the whole thing,’ Poul Nielsen 
says. He adds that the Ministry of Energy has followed closely the guidelines for 
the centralized control and for the extension of the heat power and natural gas 


areas laid down in the act governing heat supplies and its premises at its passage 
in 1979. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS DENMARK 


BRIEFS 


WIND ENERGY GENERATOR APPROVED=-The first wind energy generator to be set up at 

the North Sea has now been approved. It is a question of a 265 kilowatt wind 

energy generator, purchased by the North Schleswig High-Tension Power Plant, and 

it will be set up at Koldby north of Hojer. The application to set up the wind 
energy generator vas filed in February of 1981, but only now has the final approval 
been granted. According to J. Haahr, director, Dansk Vindteknik [Danish Wind Energy 
Technology Company], this has caused a delay in setting up the wind energy generator 
by a couple of months. The cause was a complaint lodged by the Danish Society for 
the Preservation of Natural Amenities, which, for environmental reasons, did not 
want the wind energy generator to be set up at the location chosen. However, the 
complaint was overruled by the Environmental Appellate Tribunal. The wind energy 
generator, which is a prototype, developed by Volund, will cost 2.5 million kroner 
in mass production. Knud Fischer, director, the North Schleswig High-Tension Power 
‘lant, says that, including base and mounting, the total cost will be approximately 
3 million kroner. On the purpose of the purchase of the wind energy generator, 

Knud Fischer says that the reason has primarily been to contribute to the develop- 
ment of a wind energy generator industry specializing in medium-sized wind energy 
generators. At the same time, the power plant in question will look into and 
evaluate problems of coupling it up with the network. Dansk Vindteknik is owned 
jointly by Volund, ASEA [the Swedish General Electric Company], and the Danish 
Ministry of Energy. [Text] [Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 20 Dec 81 p 2] 
7262 


ELECTRIC POWER CONSUMPTION DROPS--During the last 12 months, the electric power 
consumption in Denmark has dropped by 1.3 percent, says the Danish Association 

of Electricity Supply Undertakings. This statement was made in connection with the 
report of the Danish Association of Electricity Supply Undertakings on the electric 
power consumption in November. During that month, the electric power consumption 
dropped as well, viz. by 400,000 kilowatthours, which, however, according to the 
Danish Association of Electricity Supply Undertakings, ‘corresponds to a largely 
0 ee [Text] [Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 30 Dec 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS FINLAND 


EXPERT DISCUSSES OUTLOOK FOR USE OF PEAT ENERGY 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 31 Dec 81 p 25 
[Article by Maire Vaajakallio: "'Peat Can Yield Only a Modest Baker's Loaf'"] 


[Text] "Raising the production of peat for fuel up to 40 or 60 million cubic meters 
annually would amount to a devastation of the peat supply. That is not the objective 
for the production of peat," says forester Kosti Ranta about the ideas that have 
been proposed concerning the future of the Valtim Polttoainekeskus [State Fuels 
Center; acronym: Vapo]. 


According to Ranta, the goal of 20 million cubic meters previously set as the annual 
production of fuel peat can perhaps be reached during the latter half of the 1980'c. 
The present annual production just barely reaches 10 million cubic meters. 


"If the foreign trade routes remain in order, Finland will surely continue buying 
coal, fuel oil, and atomic energy abroad in the future." Ranta points out that 
Peat has never even been considered as a prime source of energy for Finland. 


"The most important consideration in the entire idea of starting the production of 
peat was to provide a domestic supply of fuel for two severe winters in a crisis 
Situation.” 


As one who experienced the successes and reverses of peat production during 21 years 
as operations manager of Vapo, Ranta left that stormy position of "peat czar" and 
"oil sheik" at the end of 1981. Now in retirement, Ranta sees not only levity in 
these nicknames, but also some foolhardy illusions. "No one gets money for nothing 
out of peat," he says. 


Ranta admits that his final years as operations manager were quite demanding. 
There were too many delays. 


When energy became a matter of front-page news, Vapo also became subject to new 
demands. And immediately when Vapo attempted to meet these demands, the conser- 
vationists set up an outcry that it was engaging in stupidities in the bogs. 

















The Role of a Killjoy 


Ranta must respond to pressures from three powerful sources: from the users of 
peat, who say that peat is too expensive; from peat bog owne’s, who say that the bog 
rental rates are too low; and from the peat bog workers who went on strike in the 
spring of 1981. 


Ranta has experienced the role of killjoy in these touchy situations, and it is any- 
thing but a pleasant one. "Only a modest loaf can be kneaded from peat. There is 
not much for anyone to cut." 


Former manager Ranta explains that peat production is still suffering fram growing 
pains. Until 1975 the needed research was being conducted by only two persons. Now 
there are nearly 100 persons engaged in it in the laboratories in Otaniemi and Jyvaskyla, 
and results are forthcoming. 


The critical juncture in peat production occurred 17 years ago, in 1968. Considering 
that it takes 6 years to bring a bog into fully productive condition, the progress 
in the rate of production has been astounding. 


"We were brought back to reality oly after our formidable competitor, King Oil, 
tightened its grip. The annual production goal of 20 million cubic meters of fuel 
peat was set during the great energy crisis of 1973-1974. That goal has by no means 
been abandoned, although 1981 production fell below that of 1980 when 10 million 
Cubic meters were harvested fram the bogs. 


Firewood Vapo 


Vapo was created for Finland, the lund of forests and bogs, in 1940 to manage the 
procurement, transportation, and distribution of fuels and wood products for the 
government establishments and to guide and supervise the heating econany of those 
establishments. Until 1970 it was quite appropriate to speak only in terms of fire- 
wood Vapo. 


However, some peat briquets were being procured as a reserve fuel, and during World 
War II Vapo had oer 100 producers of peat briquets, many of which were operated by 
a Single enterpreneur. 


The coming of autamation required the replacement of the firewood sticks by finely 
chopped wood as the fuel for boilers. A canmittee was established in 1955 to con- 
sider the production of that type of fuel. Guidance for that operation was obtained 
from Austria, and the expert for the operation was MMT h.c. Risto Eklund. Olavi 
Lahteinen, the new managing director of Vapo, was the first to produce finely chopped 
wood fuel in Finland. The first heating installation in Finland operating on the 
new fuel was built in 1958 in Viitaniemi, at Jyvaskyla. 


Oil then came down in price in the world markets, and it then became the most 
advantageous fuel. The state governing circles then lost interest in peat and in 
chopped wood fuel. During the 1960's, even birchwood became too valuable for use as 
a fuel, because at that time over 10 large cellulose factories that used birchwood 
were built in Finland. 














The demand for Vapo's main products thus disappeared. Nor was there any future for 
any of its other products. The fir-tree railroad ties were replaced by concrete 
ties, and the telegraph poles were replaced by underground cables. Two thousand 
Vapo employees were left wondering what qught to be done. 


To the rescue came the peat committee under the direction of industrial consultant 
Urho Hakkarainen, as well as communal officials fran Etela-Pohjenmaa and Satakunta. 


Parliament appropriated 10,000 markkas for the purchase of the Suo Oy bog enterprise 
from the Imatram Voima power camnplex. 


Professional Skills Not Lacking 


Although the peat industry is still at the mercy of weather conditions and dependent 
largely om machines designed for conditions prevailing in foreign countries, its 
future is assured: the research, the professional know-how, and the firing technology 
for using peat as a fuel all exist. 


That field of endeavor has well oer 2,000 employment openings. Taxation incame is 


thus produced where the bogs are, and the bogs are generally located where no other 
industry exists. 


"Already, peat today provides the heat needed by 400,000 Finns," says Ranta. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS FINLAND 


BRIEFS 


SUPPORT FOR ENERGY CONSERVATION--The Department of Housing will distribute an 
additional 20 million markka in support of energy conservation measures this year. 
The money will mainly go to municipalities that received smaller amounts in the 
original distribution. The goal of the department is to cover a little over 80 
percent of the applications that met the requirements. In the original distribu- 
tion, the average for municipalities in Nyland was 84 percent, while Vasa Province 
only averaged 52 percent. This year's additional allotment will go to munici- 
palities that did not get the average for a particular province in the original 
distribution. A total of 122 million markka will be distributed to support energy 
conservation this year, while the total amount for all approved applications was 
200 million markka. [Text] [Heldinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 2 Dec 81 p 12] 


8952 


NEW TYPE PEAT PLANT--The firm Outokumpu and Kymmene will deliver a completely new 
type of peat plant to Pieksamaki. An agreement to that effect will be signed 
Wednesday by the supplier and Aluelampo Oy, the local power company in Pieksamaki. 
In principle, the 20-megawatt peat plant functions as a whirl-bed furnace. 

Besides peat, wood chips, sawdust, bark and coal can be used as fuel. The delivery 
also includes a reserve boiler, fuel treatment equipment and the power plant 
structure itself. The plant is expected to be ready in 1983. [Text] [Helsinki 
HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 3 Dec 81 p 14] 8952 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS SWEDEN 


POWER INDUSTRY TO CONCENTRATE INVESTMENT IN COAL 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 17 Dec 81 p 21 
[Article by Sophie Petzell] 


[Text] Swedish energy firms plan to camcentrate on coal power 
and will increase their investments by one third, or 6 billion 
kronor, between now and 1985. Most of the investments will be 
made in connection with coal, but they will also invest in 
entirely new sources of energy. 


Electric power investments constitute more than one third of all industrial investments 
in Sweden, according to an investigation by the Cooperative Council of Swedish Power 
Firms (CDL). 


From 1976 to 1980, the electric power industry invested a total of 18.2 billion 
kronor, of which 1.5 billion went to the Vattenfall network. From 1981 to 1985, the 
industry is expected to invest almost 25 billion krommor, of which the network will 
get 2.5 billion. 


Hydroelectric and Nuclear Power 


As before, most of the investments will be made in the area of hydroelectric and 
nuclear power. About 20 percent of the investments will be used in connection with 
hydroelectric power, while nuclear power, which benefited from more than 60 percent 
in 1980-81, will get only 25 percent by 1985. 


The nuclear energy program will also expire at that time. Energy producers are now 
beginning to concentrate on coal-generated electricity. It will gradually replace 
nuclear energy and will eliminate oil-generated electricity by 1990. 


Coal is used partly to power countermove plants, which produce both electricity and 
heat, and partly to power condensation energy plants, which produce electricity oly. 
Up to now, these plants have mainly used oil. By 1985, energy producers will have 
invested 1.6 billion kronor on condensation plants and 3.1 billion on countermove 
plants, both of which are coal-generated. In that same period, same 44 million 
kronor will be spent on oil-generated condensation plants and 1 million on oil- 
generated countermove plants. 














New Energy Forms 


The power industry also believes in new energy forms. It intends to invest a total 
of 1.2 billion kronor in wind, peat, biomass, heat pumps, and gas projects. The 
industry only has limited faith in windpower. None of the power firms has any 
investment plans beyond 1984, when the government proposals expire. In the meantime, 
most of their attention will be focused on heat pumps, which will be allotted one 
third of the 1.2 billion kronor. Biomass places second with 253 million krqamor 
altogether. New energy forms will benefit from 10 percent of the production invest- 
ments in 1985. 


These figures are all in terms of 1980 prices. 


Energy investments in the last 5 years constituted approximately 3 percent of all 

gross investments in Sweden--now they will be increased to 5 percent. Since industrial 
investments will remain at approximately 15 percent, energy investments alone will 

be one third of all industrial investments. The energy industry's share of all 
industrial investments did not increase during the period of heavy nuclear energy 
investments. 


There is a high degree of self-financing among the energy firms--they plan to lend 
7 of the 25 billion kronor in question during the next 5-year period. The degree of 
self-financing will vary from 64 to 76 percent during that period. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS SWEDEN 


BRIEFS 


ENERGY CONSERVATION LAW ASKED--Industry is not saving enough energy to enable Sweden 
to reduce its dependence on oil and to eliminate nuclear energy. For this reason, 
we need a new energy-conservation law. This law would allow government authorities 
to regulate industry's energy consumption. This proposal was made by the so-called 
Energy Graphics Committee, which submitted its report to energy minister Ingemar 


Eliasson last Monday. [Text] [Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 22 Dec 81 p 
6] 8952 
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ECONOMIC DENMARK 


EDITORIAL COMMENTS ON NEW GOVERNMENT, ECONOMIC POLICY 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 29 Dec 81 p 8 


[Editorial: "Norgaard's Prestige Plan"] 


[Text] Following the outcome of the parliamentary election, the government has 

had every chance to submit its so-called financing reform plans. It would have 
been all the more natural since the government and the finance minister have never 
been able to successfully explain what the intended large transfer from pension 
funds, life insurance companies, etc., would actually be used for and it seemed 
doubtful, at any rate, that one could stimulate increased investments in competitive 
industries that way. 


But the government did not take advantage of the opportunity to get rid of its own 
untenable proposals. Evidently, Finance Minister Ivar Norgaard's prestige demands 
that the plans be considered once more. This time around, however, there is talk 
only of transferring capital to agriculuure and construction industries in terms 
of index loans in the amount of 40 percent of the so-called placement capacity in 
pension funds, life insurance companies, etc. 


Of course, it must be considered an advantage that the government has given up the 
hopeless idea that these funds and companies become involved in the loan business, 
in which they normally lack the necessary expertise. 


Despite this change, the government's plans are still veiled in ambiguity. To 
begin with, about 13 billion kroner shall now be transferred annually to agriculture 
and construction industries and it is difficult to understand how this can be done 
to that extent. In 1980, agricultural investments altogether amounted to more 

than 4 billion kroner, and even very large loans to benefit public housing construc- 
tion can hardly be justified in terms of billions. 


Of course, large amounts of money could be used to retire agricultural debts, but 
it is hard to understand what that actually has to do with the intended growth in 
investments and the establishment of new jobs. It is equally hard to understand 
what would be the social economic advantage of reorganizing the financing of 
public housing construction in the direction suggested. 


However, it is most difficult of all to understand the Radical Liberal Party's 
position. The party took the initiative in Parliament on 12 November to overthrow 


1h 








the Social Democratic government because it did not want to refrain from legal 
coercion in connection with the intended financing reform. Now the party seems to 
be willing to go along with exactiy the same kind of coercion, although its 
designation and scope have been changed. If that becomes the solution to the 
financing matter, the Radical Liberals, at any rate, have made fools of the voters 
and democracy. 
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ECONOMIC DENMARK 


CONSUMER PRICES RISE BY 12.2 PERCENT IN YEAR 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 24 Dec 81 p 5 
[Article by Frank Dahlgaard] 


[Text] The cost of living for a typical Danish family rose by 12.2 percent in the 
past year. However, food and fuel prices, in particular, went up the most. 


Danish Statistics has just computed the consumer price index for November at 191.0 
(1975 = 100). In comparison to November of last year, the index rose by 12.2 per- 
cent. This is said to be highest 12-month price rise registered in the last 18 
months. 


During the last 12 months, food rose by an average of 14.4 percent, while fuel, 
electricity, gas and heat rose by 26.5 percent. Transportution went up by almost 
17 percent. The price of tobacco, footwear and clothing, on the other hand, only 
showed a moderate increase. 


But wages also went up. The October hourly wage index for industrial workers was 
10.6 percent above that of October a year ago and the increase in pay for industrial 
employees during the same period averaged 10.1 percent. 


Thus prices are continually running ahead of wages so that there is talk of a 
reduction in real wages. 


Lately, however, there has been more positive information with respect to the 
Danish economy: The trade balance deficit remains at a low level. In November, 
the deficit was 690 million kroner, the same as in October. 


At the same time, Danish Statistics’ figures show that Danish export prices, from 
the lst to the 3d quarter of this year, rose by 2 percent more than prices on 


imported goods. 


That has made all of us a tiny bit richer. 
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ECON COMIC FINLAND 


GOVERNMENT REPORTS ON LAST QUARTER'S PERFORMANCE 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANCMAT in Finnish 4 Jan 82 p 27 
{[Article: "Overall Production Increases Only by Approximately 1 Percent"] 


(Text] Finland's overall production, which experienced a slow rate of growth during 

the first two quarters of 1981, took a downward turn of 0.5 percent during the third 
quarter. The decrease was caused mainly by the poor crop yield, because production 

in all other areas of operation increased by about 1 percent. According to the 
accounting of information cmcerning the national econamy gathered by the Tilastakeskus 
(Statistical Center], the total growth for the first three quarters is in the neigh- 
borhood of 1 percent, because production was still increasing during the early part 

of the year. 


The number of unemployed has continued to increase above the 1981 figure, apace with 
the slow econamic growth. The number of employables increased by slightly less than 
2 percent, but at the same time unemployment increased fram 4.4 percent in the cor- 
responding period in 1981 to 5.1 percent currently. The nominal incame of wage 
earners rose by 13.5 percent during the third quarter, and the consumer price index 
rose by 12 percent from the corresponding period in 1981. 


The amount of imports ca™mtinued to decrease and the amount of exports, which have 
increased continuously for 5 years, appears to be halting in growth. Imports of 
goods and services decreased by at least 10 percent, and exports of those items 
decreased by 2 percent. Overall, imports decreased by 7 percent during the three 
Quarters and exports increased by 2.5 percent. 


The shortfall in the trade balance during the third quarter was 1,505,000,000 markkas, 
and the shortfall for the first three quarters overall was 721 million markkas. Over- 
all asking prices increased by at least 1l percent during the July-September period. 
Import prices increased by about 14 percent and export prices by under 13 percent, 
which means that there was a slight weakening trend in foreign trade. 


Agricultural Production Decrease 


Agricultural production dropped by 19 percent during the third quarter because of poor 
crop yields arising from excessive rainfall, and the owerall drop for the three 
quarters was about 10 percent. Productiom in the forestry ecmamy also dropped, by 
18 percent in the July-September period, and by 5 percent overall in the three 
quarters. 
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Industrial production increased by about 1 percent in the July-September period. 

The industrial growth was due solely to growth in the metals industry, since there 
was a Slight decrease in the wood and paper and other industries. The metals industry 
increased by 4.5 percent during the third quarter, and the wood and paper industries 
increased by 2.5 percent during that period. For the three quarters, the growth 
figures were 4.5 percent in the metals industry and about 1 percent in other 
industries. During that period the decrease in the wood and paper industry exceeded 

2 percent. 


Growth in Amount of Business 


Housing camstruction decreased in the July-September period by about 5 percent, and 
highway and waterway constructiaqm decreased by about 2 percent. The return from trade 
decreased by 0.5 percent, and the business increase was 4 percent. Public works 
increased by 3.5 percent during the third quarter. The growth in private expenditure 
increased by only 0.5 percent, and the overall growth in the three quarters was 

about 1 percent. 


The decreasing trend in investment activity that began in the April-June period 
continued into the July-September period, when the decrease amounted to about 3 
percent from the correspoding period in 1980. The decrease resulted from the slow- 
down in housing construction, because there was an increase of about 1 percent in 
machine and equipment investment. 


Investing decreased by about 2 percent during the three quarters. Camstiuction 
investment decreased by about 4 percent during the same period, and machine and 
equipment investments [decreased] by 1.5 percent. The decrease in investment 
resulted from the drop in private investment, since public investment increased by 
about 1 percent in the July-September period, 
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ECONOMIC SWE DEN 


MORE DIFFICULT JOB SITUATION SEEN FOR THOSE WITH DEGREES 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 21 Dec 81 p 25 
{Article by Britta-Lena Ekstrom] 


[Text] The academic crisis of the seventies is about to be repeated. College 
students who will graduate in the eighties have many odds against them. They are 
too many, too young, and educated in the wrong fields. 


Optimists are protesting that all of them will find jobs within the labor market 
during the eighties. Pessimists fear that oly every other college graduate will find 
work upon graduation. 


One thing is certain; the formerly gluttonous public labor market can no longer 
afford to absorb college students. The question then is whether industry is prepared 
to accept social scientists, lawyers, and economists. Technicians alone can look 
forward to a bright future. 


Ten years ago, the serious cry from universities became louder, Graduates flooded 

a labor market that could not offer enough qualified jobs. Children who were born 
during the war had to start out working om the shop floor or in the "ordinary" office 
chair. 





Seven out of 10 students who graduated from the university in the early seventies 

did not have a real professional education. New schools had just been completed and 
teacher positions were filled, but when the econamic conditions improved, university 
students as well as other workers found jobs again. The graduate surplus that existed 
10 years ago was an eaSily solvable problem compared to the crisis that lies ahead. 





"Those who were willing to start qut at a lower level in industry did advance as soon 
as economic conditions improved. The entire econcmy grew each year and the public 
sector expanded," explained Eva Hogberg, analysis secretary with the Social Ecmanic 
Council of the Swedish Confederation of Professional Employees--National and Local 
Civil Servants Unig (SACO/SR). 


Thus, throughout the seventies, university graduates were absorbed by a gigantic 


state and municipal labor market. Same 127,000 well-educated people were absorbed by 
the public sector between 1971 and 1981. 
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Since municipalities, counties, and the state are now tightening their belts, their 
doors are closed to everybody. Recent university graduates, as well as those who 
hold substitute positions and project appointments, are in a precarious situation. 


Archeologists, who for the last 3 years have been excavating medieval artifacts from 
under the parliamentary building in Stockholm, are one example. Seventeen of them 
were let go 20 November. It is very uncertain how many of them will be hired for the 
Six new positions that will shortly be announced by the National Antiquarian Office. 


But substitutes are not the only ones that will have to go when the government is 
forced to save. Due to the belt-tightening measures, the entire public labor market 
Situation will remain status quo. Who is going to give up a steady job and move 
elsewhere in bad times? Within the municipality of Malmo, which employs 34,000, the 
turnover of personnel has dropped by 4 percent to 1 percent annually. The trend is 
the same in other municipalities as well as among state service employees. 


This impasse is heightened by the young average age among employees. Most university 
graduates in public and private service are under 40 years of age. 


"The public sector is overcrowded with young employees born during the forties. 
They provide an effective obstacle for recent graduates, who can get neither jobs 
nor a chance to establish a career," stated Eva Hogberg. 


New and Well-Educated Graduates 


Although the future looks dismal as far as the labor market is concerned, there will 
not be any fewer university graduates. Some 25,000 well-educated graduates will 

be turned out annually during the eighties. The maximum will be reached in 3 years 
when the larger groups of young people will complete their university studies. The 
question is, what will be the marketable majors m the labor market? 


"The problem is that it takes so long to produce university graduates," said Anders 
leion, the head of SACO/SR's Social Econamic Council. "The educatioal system is 
based on the need during expansion years. There are too many social scientists, 
sociologists, and librarians, and there are not enough jobs. We already see that this 
equation is wrong." 


There Are Exceptions 


But there are exceptions to this gloomy prediction. Indeed, technicians will be able 
to pick and choose from among the top jobs, both at home and abroad. One bright spot 
is the growing interest in technical educstion. Applications to technical university 
courses increased by 50 percent in the last year. The Federation of Civil Engineers 

confirms this bright picture. 


"There is an enormous demand for civil engineering graduates throughout the Western 
world. Foreign companies come to Sweden to sway young engineers; the German Siemens, 
Norwegian Hydro and Veritas have hired new Swedish technicians this year,” said 
Anders Thikan with the Federation of Civil Engineers. 
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Source: Central Bureau of Statistics’ Labor Analysis 


The public sector is the absolutely dominant labor market for university graduates. 

Some 60 percert of them with more than a 2-year college education work within the public 
sector. The diagram shows the increased number of university graduates within the 
public sector the last 10 years. 
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He pointed out that someone with a broad basic education in technical theory, pre- 
ferably with a specialization in data technology, would go far in the eighties. 


The progroses of the Central Bureau of Statistics also indicate industry's need for 
technicieis. They predict that the number of technicians will almost double during 
the remainder of the 1900's. Even natural scientists will be in demand. 


However, the question is whether industry can absorb social scientists, lawyers, 

and econamists, not only engineers. The general trend during the seventies points to 
a steady stream of university graduates into industrial firms. Industry has doubled 
its employment of grauuates, but that represents only 14,000 in the last 10 years, 

a mere fraction of the tens of thousands who went to work for the state, counties, 
and municipalities. 


If the general desire to speed up investments and industrial production is fulfilled, 
indications are good that the private sector will provide the future labor market 
for university graduates. 
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POLITICAL DENMARK 


FOREIGN MINISTER: DEVELOPMENT AID TO INCREASE 1982-86 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 22 Dec 81 p 7 


[Article by Rasmus Nielsen] 


[Text] Danish development aid to foreign countries will increase somewhat over 
the next 5-year period. Its share of the gross national product will rise from 
0.7 percent to 0.73 percent. Since the gross national product is expected to 

grow by 3.3 percent annually, Danish aid to developing countries will go up by 
almost 1/2 billion kroner in constant prices from 1982 to 1986. It will take a 
number of years before the aid reaches 1 percent of the GNP, as recommended by the 
United Nations. ) 


This information is taken from Foreign Minister Kjeld Olesen's report to the new 
parliament. In accordance with a 10-year-old law, the foreign minister must sub- 
mit an estimate of Denmark's development aid expenditures for the next 5 years. 
This estimate was prepared before the election notice was issued and has been 
accepted by the International Development Cooperation Board. 


The opinion still is that half of Denmark's total contribution shall be distributed 
directly from one country to another--i.e. bilaterally. Half of this money shall 
be distributed as gifts and the other half as interest-free loans. Development 
projects in extremely poor countries like Tanzania, Kenya, India and Bangladesh, 

in particular, will benefit from this aid. 


The other half of Denmark's contribution, expected to total 2.96 billion kroner 
in 1982, will continue to be distributed multilaterally, principally through the 
United Nations. However, a substantial part of this aid is given through the EEC. 


The foreign minister reported that, altogether, we have sent 22 less volunteers 
this year than last year. The total number of volunteers sent through International 


Cooperation as of 1 July t*)’s year was 271. 


There is a marked tendency ‘o channel more and more development aid through 
private organizations. Private distribution of government funds has actually more 
than doubled, from 12.7 million kroner in 1979 to 28.3 million kroner in 1980. 


Changes can also be made in the foreign minister's 5-year plan suring 1982. About 
the middle of 1982, the Danish Aid Policy Committee is expected to submit a report 
that might well contain proposed changes in the basic legislation concerning 
development aid to foreign countries. 
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POLITICAL DENMARK/ GREENLAND 


UNION TRYING TO REPLACE MOST DANES ON U.S. BASES 
Godthaab GRONLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 25 Nov 81 p 9 


[Text] "The Greenland labor union SIK has invited the Danish Employers' Association 
(DA) to Nuuk 10 December to negotiate a basic agreement," union chairman Jens Lyberth 
told GRONLANDSPOSTEN. When the agreement is completed--hopefully sometime next year-- 
it will open the door to one of SIK's goals: to replace most of the Danish workers 

on American bases with Greenlanders, 


DA's former chairman Jens Thorsen told Jens Lyberth he would like to see Greenlanders 
employed in Thule and Southern Stromfjord. However, he insisted that Greenland would 
first have to sign a written agreement. DA has demanded such an agreement since 

the 1977 strike in Marmorilik. 


Jens Thorsen is also the director of Danish Arctic Contractors (DAC), which has a 
contract with the U.S. Air Force with respect to janitors, cooks and other service 
employees on the bases. Most of the Danish workers are employed by DAC. 


Jens Lyberth pointed out that wages should be the same for Greenlanders as for Danes. 
"DAC now employs 402 of the 827 Danes in Southern Stromfjord and almost all of the 
800 Danes in Thule," according to Maj H.C.T. Halken, the Danish liaison officer in 
Southern Stromfjord. 


By replacing most of the approximately 1200 Danish workers with Greenlanders, a con- 
siderable share of the wages now being paid to Danes would remain on Greenland. 


These wages amount to a couple of hundred million kroner annually, or substantially 
more than what Greenland now receives in grants from the EEC. Most of this money 
ends up in denmark or in the Danish Clerical and Office Workers Union, shops on 
U.S. Air Force bases. 


For a couple of years, the municipality of Avanersuup has been negotiating inde- 
pendently with DAC regarding employment of local workers at the Thule base, trying 
to get jobs for some of the district's unemployed. The municipality and SIK are now 
coordinating their efforts. 
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POLITICAL DENMARK/GREENLAND 


BRIEFS 


LEFTIST PARTIES MAY MERGE--Cooperation between the Inuit Ataqatigiit and Sulisartut 
parties in connection with the upcoming parliamentary election could be the first 
step toward forming a joint party. "It is time we discuss a merger of the parties," 
Jens Lyberth, spokesman for the Salisartut Party, told GRONLANDSPOSTEN. He said 
that a possible merger will be discussed at a joint congress of the two parties in 
Nuuk next January. "We cannot afford to be split at this time," Jens Lyberth con- 
tinued and felt the party system has divided Greenland politicians unnecessarily: 
"Earlier you could reach agreement by talking, but now you always have to argue, 
although you may not actually disagree. The party system is a European idea that 
has crept into our society." Inuit Ataqatigiit (pan-Eskimo party) chairman Aqqaluk 
Lynge confirmed that the joint party congress would discuss future cooperation be- 
tween the two leftist parties and that the result could be the formation of a joint 
party. But he did not want to say any more about that possibility for the time 
being. "Right now it is a matter of the parliamentary election. That will give us 
a chance to test Inuit-Suleqatitt cooperation in practice and to find out how the 
people feel about it." [Text] [Godthaab GRONLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 25 Nov 81 p 2] 
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LYBERTH QUITTING SALISARTUT LEADERSHIP--Jens Lyberth, S.1.K. union chairman, told 
GRONLANDSPOSTEN that he would resign as leader of the Salisartut Party. This de- | 
cision will be carried into effect at the upcoming congress in January, to be held 

jointly with Inuit Ataqatigiit. [Text] [Godthaab GRONLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 

25 Nov 81 p 2] 8952 





CSO: 3106/40 


25 











POLITICAL FINLAND 


PAPER COMMENTS ON SAARINEN LEADERSHIP IN PARTY CRISIS 
Helsinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 15 Dec 81 p 2 
[Editorial: "Saarinen Not Clear"] 


[Text] Aarne Saarinen, the Finnish Communist Party chairman, has lately given 
speeches in which the dominant thread at least has been very colorful. Only 
it has been difficult to figure out what it is that Saarinen really means. 


During the weekend, the CP chairman further obfuscated things by claiming that 
the President could also be chosen from outside the formal candidates. In this, 
Saarinen of course merely stated what is already clear. In accordance with 

the Finnish Constitution, the members of the electoral assembly do not have 
their hands tied before the election. 


However, Saarinen immediately followed this honest remark with a blooper, as 
he said that it has been unwise of the Folk Democratic movement to prematurely 
declare support for Koivisto and Karjalainen. 


Jaarinen also said in his speech that Kivisto is the best candidate, although 
he will not be elected. He described Koivisto as a dillydallyer but otherwise 
nice. According to Saarinen, Virolainen's willingness to manage both foreign 
and domestic politics is high-level, but his statesmanly characteristics are 
not. Jansson is suitable, but his drawback is his low visibility among the 
Finnish-speaking section of the population. 


Saarinen provides a living example of the difficulties connected with the presi- 
dential election. After all, he should, if anyone, have opportunities to gauge 
thk situation, and at least to have his own solution spelled out. But here 

we have a Communist--the Communist Party chairman, no less--who is incapable 

of making a choice between Folk Democratic, Social Democratic, Center Party and 
Swedish Party candidates. 


Maybe all this signifies a new phase of honesty that is gaining in the political 
arena. Whereas earlier the parties reached solutions, now even the CP chairman 
announces that the choice cannot be made for emotional and superficial reasons. 
Or maybe the truth is that the more obscure the January 26 situation is left 
now, the more possibilities it will allow our Co-munists for application of 
various different tactics. 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


SAARINEN COMMENTS ON 'PRAVDA' ARTICLE ON SKDL SPLIT 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 24 Dec 81 p 7 


[Text] The Soviet Union party organ PRAVDA indirectly criticized on Wednesday 
[23 December] the decision by the SKDL parliamentary group to suspend the 11 
Stalinist representatives in Parliament from the group for the remainder of 
the election period. Aarne Saarinen, the chairman of the Finnish Communist 
Party, regarded the PRAVDA article as ill considered. 


The majority faction of the SKDL parliamentary group suspended the Stalinists 
at the end of last week because they, opposing the group decision, proposed an 
additional 1 billion for unemployment funding and voted in Parliament in favor 
of this proposal. The suspension has been regarded as a sign of the final 
split of the party. Communist Party Chairman Aarne Saarinen has threatened 

to step aside in February if the split continues to grow worse. 


In its short article, the SCP paper said that the suspension decision by the 
SKDL parliamentary group was not backed by a response from the labor movement 
and Parliament. 


PRAVDA indicated that it had used its own sources for the article. 


PRAVDA began the article by noting that 11 parliamentary representatives had 
been cut off from the activities of the parliamentary group because they had 
demanded an increase in unemployment funding in the next year's budget. 


"In Finland, this decision has been regarded as proof that certain groups are 
trying to dig the ground from under the feet of Communist Party unity and to 
weaken the party's position in the political life of the country," the party 
organ noted. 


PRAVDA also emphasized that the suspended representatives had worked diligently 
according to the decisions of the Communist Party's 19th party conference as 
well as according to the CP line in defending the interests of the working 
class. 


"The suspension decision has created anger among the Finnish people, as well 
as protests in several public organs and party organizations,"’ PRAVDA emphasized. 
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Saarinen: PRAVDA Is Provoking 


According to Aarne Saarinen, chairman of the Finnish Communist Party, the PRAVDA 
article does not serve the CP unification endeavors. The article has caused 
wide irritation among Finnish Communists, Saarinen said. He regarded it as 

ill considered and said he believed it will be used by a certain group as a 
weapon against the other group. 


Saarinen emphasized on Wednesday that the article gives the wrong impression 

on the goings-on in the SKDL parliamentary group. According to Saarinen, PRAVDA 
gives the impression that the group majority opposed increased unemployment 
funding. 


"It was not a question of this, but of the purely propagandistic behavior of 
the minority faction. Everyone knows that even if the group in its entirety 
would have voted for the proposal, it would not have added a penny to ease 
unemployment." 


Taisto Sinisalo, the CP vice chairman, said that the PRAVDA article was inter- 
esting and useful. He believed that it will be helpful as the Communists 
debate the content of politics. According to Sinisalo, the PRAVDA article in 
no way conflicted with his own comments, but certainly was in conflict with 
the behavior of the majority. 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


BRIEFS 


NUCLEAR 'ZONE' PETITION GAINS--Over 200,000 people have already signed the 
petition for declaring the Nordic nuclear-free zone. Signatures are being 
collected in all Nordic countries until the middle of April. In Finland, the 
list of names will be turned over to the government, after which all the lists 
from the Nordic countries will be sent to the special UN session on dearmament. 
[Text] [Helsinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 9 Dec 81 p 10] 9571 


DEMONSTRATIONS ON POLISH SITUATION--A demonstration on behalf of Poland brought 
together over 300 people yesterday evening in the Helsinki center. The group 
of demonstrators met for an hour in Kaivopiha [Student Union courtyard] with 
their posters and listened to speeches and yelled slogans. Among others, speakers 
included Dan Steinbock and Eero Taivalsaari. The meeting was continued in the 
Old Student House through the night. The protestors demanded in their slogans 
the return of democracy and peace to Poland. The speakers regarded Poland as 
having become a military dictatorship, the democratic endeavors of the Polish 
people dampened by force. General Jaruzelski and the Soviet Union were branded 
as the culprits. The protestors also wondered why the Finnish Central Union 

of Labor Organizations had been so indifferent to Solidarity--it had not sent 

a representative to talk to the meeting, despite an invitation. Organizers of 
the demonstration were representatives of the Polish Solidarity, the Liberal 
Student Union, and various alternative movements, for example the Cultural 

Club Itu. The [Peace] Committee of 100 presented its resolution at the meeting. 
A similar demonstration will be organized next Saturday in Tampere, and a pro- 
Poland demonstration is also planned for Turku. There had been little advance 
publicity for the demonstration, although leaflets had been distributed in 
various places. [Text] [Helsinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 18 Dec 81 p13] 9571 
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POLITICAL SPAIN 


PSUC LEADER ATTACKS PRO-SOVIET FACTION 
Madrid MUNDO OBRERO in Spanish 8-14 Jan 82 pp 20-21 
[Article by Gregorio Lopez Raimundo: "Facing the PSUC Special Congress"] 


[Text] As is well known,the PSUC [Unified Socialist Party of Catalonia] has called 
a special party congress, which will take place this coming March. 


Throughout 1981, the news media disseminated large volumes of news and commentary 
regarding the internal conflicts within PSUC, culminating on 22 November with the 
publication of a document signed by 26 members of the Centrai Committee, and submit- 
ted at a press conference, which called upon Catalonian Communists to reject the 
resolutions of the Central Committee and the Fourth Conference, and to back a 
divisive activity that would inevitably lead to a breakoff from PSUC. 


At its meeting on 28-29 November, the PSUC Central Committee unsuccessfully requested 
the signers of the document of the 26 to give up their divisive action, and only 
after they confirmed their intention of continuing it did it decide to expel 12 of 
them from the party and to temporarily remove the others from the Central Committee 
and the party, depending upon their responsibility for leading the division. At 

this meeting, it was furthermore noted that the faction had a parallel leadership, 
with individualized responsibilities, since before the Central Committee had decided 
to convoke the special congress. 


Underlying this conflict (unquestionably the most serious of those experienced to 
date by PSUC) there are basic political differences which have been the object of 
debate in PSUC for years, and which with the passage of time have nurtured a politi- 
cal movement that has now taken shape in the faction headed by the 26. 


The political differences to which I refer were visibly demonstrated in PSUC starting 
in 1968, when PCE and PSUC, as well as the communist parties of other countries, 
condemned the USSR's intervention in Czechoslovakia. Some comrades opposed this 
decision at the time with arguments voicing their nostalgia for the policy and type 
of relations among communist parties that existed during the time of the Communist 
International, and before Khrushchev denounced Stalin's crimes at the CPSU's 20th 
Congress; a nostalgia which was generally accompanied by a rejection of our policy 

of national reconciliation and democratic unity from supposedly leftist positions, 

in other words, those of verbal radicalism. 
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These positions, which were minority ones among the PSUC leadership, were no obstacle 
to the PSUC's adoption, at its Third Congress held in 1973, of a line of action that 
contained the essential bases of what we now term "Eurocommunist" strategy or policy 
(the adjective came later); a policy which inspired the activity of the Catalonian 
Communists during the final years of clandestine status, and the PSUC's program 
manifesto for the 1977 elections, backed in the latter by over half a million votes. 


The PSUC program, approved in the period of legality by the Fourth Congress, exten- 
sively formulated and developed the “Eurocommunist" path of progress toward social- 
ism in democracy, of revolution of the majority, advocated by PSUC; which, I repeat, 
was included in the essence of the resolutions from the Third Congress in November 
1973. 


At the Fourth Congress, although the PSUC program was approved by a large majority, 
there appeared (to my great surprise) signs of irregular effort, which took shape 

in the preparation and clandestine distribution of lists of candidates for the 
Central Committee different from the one prepared by the Candidacy Commission elected 
at the congress. 


After the Fourth Congress, problems and difficulties arose in our country which 
created displeasure and uncertainty among the majority of the population and among 
many of our members; a situation which certain comrades used to engage in an effurt 
of systematic denigration of the PSUC's policy and of constant criticism of the 
activity of its leadership. It is an effort which we have described as one of 
"destruction from within PSUC," because the voters continued to support that policy, 
by voting for our candidates in all the elections subsequent to the Fourth Congress. 


That effort, facilitated by shortcomings and mistakes among the PSUC's previous 
leadership, which concern me personally,became intensified during the period of 
preparation for the Fifth Congress, and materialized particularly in the "counter- 
propositions" of the PSUC District Committee of Valles Occidental, prepared and 
distributed with the participation of several members of the Central Committee, 
which constituted arepudiation of the official propositions and a program and party 
plan different from the one which PSUC has been devising throughout its history. 


Fortunately, not all the amendments contained in the Valles Occidental District 
Committee reached the plenary session, and only a few of them were approved at the 
congress. But those which were approved introduced contradictory concepts into the 
propositions which provided their advocates with a legal basis for the defense of a 
policy different from that of PSUC. This was particularly serious, especially when 
one considers the fact that the congress appeared to be divided into two virtually 
equal halves,and that one of those amendments rejected the "Eurocommunism" which 
had inspired both the report of the Central Committee approved in the first point 
on the agenda and the vast majority of the propositions. 


Hence, at its first meeting, the Central Committee elected at the Fifth Congress 
considered the situation that had been created one "of exception" and decided to 
convoke the Fourth Conference for the purpose of overcoming the contradictions 
existing in the congress resolutions. 
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The conference, held in July and strictly abiding by the laws approved at the Fifth 
Congress, decided to retrieve the term "Eurocommunism" and resolved the contradic- 
tions introduced into the Fifth Congress propositions, "reiterating (as the PSUC 
secretary general stated in his recent letter to the members) the fundamental 
principles which have inspired our strategy for years: a plan for socialism in 
liberty championed by the majority of the people; the plan which we have for some 
time called Eurocommunism (and it is known by that name in the society)." 


But a minority sector of the Central Committee, including the 26, refused to recog- 
nize either the resolutions of the PSUC's Fourth Conference or those of the PCE's 
10th Congress, for which they had been jointly responsible previously, by attending 
both meetings, and later headed the battle against them, fostering a movement of 
rebellion against the PSCU leadership which at times was expressed in violent 

ways, incompatible with the communist tradition and with the most fundamental 

sense of coexistence. 


Therefore, we are confronted with an action which, both because of its purposes and 
because of the procedures used, puts its perpetrators not only apart from, but also 
opposed to PSUC, in an overt war against the latter's organizational policy and 
standards. 


The individuals who appear heading the faction know from experience (concretely, 
because of having participated in the decision to expel Comorera) that the appeal 
from the 26 would inevitably entail their expulsion from PSUC. Hence it is an 
expulsion that has been sought after, that must be interpreted as part cf their 
plan to drag into the splinter faction (and into the party which it is proposed to 
create) the largest possible number of PSUC members. Acts such as the removal of 
the machinery, paper and other goods from the party's printing establishment in 
Sabadell, while the Central Committee was meeting, or the legalization, a few hours 
later, of the withdrawal of the four deputies who signed the document of the 26 
from the PSUC minority in the Parliament of Catalonia, prove that the leaders of 
the splinter faction had the definite intention of founding another party before 
they were expelled. 


The convocation or the organizational standards of the special congress are by no 
means the cause of the schism, as its promoters claim, but rather an excuse for 
giving it public status and for proceeding overtly to the battle to create with the 
PSUC members who follow them a new party which already has four deputies in the 
Parliament of Catalonia, implements stored for setting up a printing establishment 
and furnishings and equipment (which members of the faction have taken from the 
PSUC premises) to outfit the first headquarters of the future party. 


Thus, the special congress of PSUC, the goals of which, according to the document 
approved by the Central Committee, are, "...to recreate internal unity, clarifying 
the party's policy, and to attain PSUC unity around a program for political action,’ 
seems like a test of strength against the challenges of a faction which wants to 
eliminate the progress made by PSUC in overcoming sectarianism and dogmatism; which 
reneges on a policy that was the driving force of the mobilization and unity of 

a large portion of the people of Catalonia during the dictatorship, backed in 
several elections by over half a million voters; which intends to reverse in Catalo- 
nia and throughout all of Spain the process of creating an authentically democratic 
revolutionary party of masses, a driving force for the changes that must lead to 

the victory of socialism. 
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There is, therefore, more than sufficient reason to expect that those who were 
militants in PSUC in recent years (including those who did not lead an active life) 
will now visit their respective organizations to participate in the discussions in 
preparation for the special congress. I also expect that many voters and sympathiz- 
ers of PSUC who realize the need for our party to be maintained and reinforced will 
swell its ranks to help us overcome the difficulties being confronted on the eve 

of the special congress. 


The seriousness with which the economic crisis and unemployment are being manifested 
in Catalonia, the dangers of a coup threatening Spanish democracy and the obstruc- 
tion of the autonomous process demand that the left recover hegemony in the national 
- reconstruction of Catalonia. But this, in turn, requires a renewed PSUC, capable 

of again becoming a leading promoter of the unity and action of the workers and 

the popular classes of Catalonia. 
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POLITICAL : SPAIN 


SOURCES OF PSUC'S CONFLICT WITH PCE RECOUNTED, ANALYZED 
Madrid LA CALLE in Spanish 13-19 Jan 82 pp 18-21 
[Article by Josep M. Colomer: "PSUC, Between Madrid and Moscow" ] 


[Text] The PCE's [Spanish Communist Party] Central Committee maintained the agenda 
despite the fact that Saturday's newspapers opened the national news reporting with 
the resignation of 41 mayors, councilmen and provincial deputies from Madrid, in 
solidarity with their five comrades who were dismissed from the Madrid city hall. 
Although the series of resignations does not appear to have ended at the time of 

this writing, the crisis is by now so extensive that any other assumption of a posi- 
tion by the PCE leadership, whether it involve Poland or the Spanish political situa- 
tion, would be dimmed in the eyes of the public. While the PCE leadership has 
accused those resigning of irresponsibility, the latter have blamed the party appara- 
tus of having becoming involved since the last congress in a bureaucratic, sectarian, 
antidemocratic activity, which began with the elimination of the municipal office 

of which Carlos Alonso Zaldivar was head, and which became extended with the expul- 
sion of 10 Central Committee members and five councilmen, all affiliated with the 
"renewal" sector. 


While the crisis among the Madrid Communists has affected the Eurocommunist sectors, 
in Catalonia a pro-Soviet party headed by Pere Ardiaca is making an appearance. In 
the following article, Colomer analyses the status of PSUC [Unified Socialist Party 
of Catalonia], almost on the eve of its special congress. 


"To convert ourselves into a Communist Party related to communists in the rest of 

the state" is the plan which Pere Ardiaca, who was expelled from the Unified Social- 
ist Party of Catalonia along with 11 other Central Committee members, has announced 
for the coming months. The split from the dogmatic, pro-Soviet sector of the PSUC 
has thereby lent a new perspective to the crisis of communism in Spain as a whole. 

It will be necessary to note carefully the future significance of one of the "positi- 
cal criteria for functioning" cited in a document from those who broke off, namely: 
"to avoid confrontation with PCE." 


For the moment, the split is the culmination of a long crisis which had been brewing 
during the past few years. Underlying it are the difficulties in relocating the 
activity and the political plan of what had been "the party" of the anti-Franco 
resistance, in a new political situation wherein the communists are no longer the 
decisive political force. This relocation was conceivable only with an intensive 
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development of the renewal movement undertaken since the beginning of the 1970's 
and, consequently, as a real elimination of the legacies from the ideological 
tradition of the communist movement which constitute a dead weight for political 
action under the current conditions; particularly, with regard to the concept of 
the party as an instrument for struggle and the adaptation of its leadership 
functioning and methods to a pluralistic design which requires democracy in the 
institutions and respect for the autonomy of the social movements. 


The PSUC crisis is unquestionably the reflection of the strong resistance exerted 
by that tradition and of its capacity for still convoking sectors of militants 

who have found the changes in the times to be threats to their symbols of identity, 
and who are willing to pay for the ideological well-being at the price of political 
isolation and impotence. It is an involutionary reflection, which has also occurred 
in the rest of Spanish communism, in other forms and at different rates. 


A Twofold Pressure on PSUC 


Hence, the current crisis in PSUC allows for a rereading of its recent evelatian 
in relation to that of PCE. 


In 1977, when the current panorama of political forces appeared, one could note: 

1. that communism had ceased to be the core of the democratic forces, as was the 
case under the dictatorship; 2. that a critical component of Spanish communism was 
Catalonian communism (40 percent in terms of electoral representation), which was, 
moreover, the most pluralistic in its social base and the most renewed in its 
ideological propositions. However, the tactic of the PSUC leadership, headed by 
Antoni Gutierrez, was not directed at that time toward a projection of its renewing 
dynamics among the rest of Spanish communism but, on the contrary, toward an almost 
exclusive retreat in the Catalonian policy. The retreat tactic was based on the 
expectation of consolidating a majority oi leftists in Catalonia in the autonomous 
elections (with a unified candidacy as well), which could have constituted a highly 
exemplary platform for the State's left as a whole. 


Meanwhile, PCE was facing a very unfavorable political situation, which the leader- 
ship, headed by Santiago Carrillo, was evading with a combination of more or less 
clever tactics and artful controversies over ideological labels. But actually, 
this transitory period, which lasted nearly 2 and a half years, represented a 
restraint on the PSUC political process, both because of the limits that the weak- 
ness of communism in Spain and the unsatisfactory results of the political transi- 
tion posed for its own political action in Catalonia, and because of the sensation 
of political indecision (heightened by the so-called "integration" policy of the 
various internal movements) which it was creating among its own ranks, a sensation 
that gave rise to irritated reactions and to nostaglic ideological reflections of 
the search for a lost past. 


The immediate trigger for the current crisis must be sought in the results of the 
elections for the Catalonian Parliament in March 1980, with the victory of the 
right gathered around the candidacy of Jordi Pujol, and the vanishing of the 
prospects of a Red Catalonia owing to the electoral setback of the Socialists. 

It is no coincidence that, on the same dates, and based on similar results in the 
Basque autonomous relections, the EPK [Basque Communist Party] leadership definitely 
undertook the route of merger with Euskadiko Eskerre [Basque Left]. 
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PSUC, for its part, has found itself subjected since then to a twofold action with 
disintegrating effects: on the one hand, to the pressure from a movement of dogmatic 
involution, which included the pyrrhic victory of the elimination of the term 
"Eurocommunism'" at the Fifth Congress, and which has now resulted in the split by 
the pro-Soviet group headed by Pere Ardiaca and Josep Serradell; and, on the other 
hand, to the pressure from the PCE central apparatus, increasingly more reconciled 
with its inveterate work style, marked by priority of politics at the top, aloofness 
from the electorate and from the militant rank and file, proposals mechanically 
conveyed from top to bottom, authoritarianism and the inability to assume within 

the party a real pluralism of the social sectors that it is seeking to affiliate. 


The PCE's central bureaucratic apparatus has been becoming reproduced in the Valen- 
cian Country, in Asturias and more recently in Madrid, at the cost of the elimination 
of the human and political bases whicn the Eurocommunist plan had combined during 

the 1970"s. But it must be remembered that, in Catalonia as well, this pressure 

from the center has not been missing from the process which has led to the current 
crisis. 


A first conflict between the Catalonian Communists and the PCE leadership broke out 
in October 1980, with an attempt (which was not consummated) by Santiago Carrillo 
to subject PSUC to the centralism (called democratic, but centralism after all) of 
PCE, thus abolishing the sovereignty which the Catalonian Communists have enjoyed 
for 45 years, and which has unquestionably been one of the factors for their taking 
root in Catalonian society. In the words of Gregori Lopez-Raimundo on that occasion, 
the pecular, unique type of relations maintained by PSUC with PCE was "a focus of 
attraction" from the standpoint of the construction of the state of autonomies. In 
this way, Carrillo, probably thinking of Euskadi at the time, wanted to kill the 
chick in the egg. On that occasion, Carrillo had among the PSUC leadership the 
solitary backing of Josep Serradell, head of organization and now leader of the 
pro-Soviet splinter faction. 


Furthermore, many have not forgotten Santiago Carrillo's position at the PSUC Fifth 
Congress, Foreseeing the difficulties which the Catalonian party leadership would 
encounter from the growing belligerency of the dogmatic sector, Carrillo, by his 
deliberate absence from the congress sessions, contributed to the erosion of the 
positions of Antoni Gutierrez's Eurocommunist leadership. In his place he sent 
Ignacio Gallego, who not only did not take a single step toward backing the proposi- 
tions of the outgoing leadership but, in his sp:ech,arrogantly claimed for himself 
the label "pro-Soviet" which, in his own words, had been given to him by the 
"bourgeois press"; a speech received with jubilation by the anti-Eurocommunist 
delegates, that brought on a shift in the vote of a vacillating sector which, up 
until that time, had voted in favor of the policy report submitted by the leadership. 


At the PCE's 10th Congress, Carrillo again took PSUC as an exemplary target of his 
refusal to progress in gearing the PCE organizational structure to the autonormous 
consciousness and institutionalization of the peoples of Spain. From the statutes 
plan submitted to the congress, there was missing the usual mention of "the status 
of a Catalonian national party" for PSUC, and there was a failure to acknowledge 

"the same rights and duties as others have" for the members of PSUC who belong to 














the PCE leadership organs. The amendment unanimously submitted by the Catalonian 
delegates succeeded, not without difficulty, in reestablishing the type of relations 
that had remained unchanged since 1956. 


The Pro-Soviet Schism and PCE 


The dogmatic sector of PSUC, for its part, undertook a centrifugal dynamics, opposing 
the leadership headed by Paco Frutos, after the defeat which the party's Fourth 
National Conference and the attempt to boycott the rally at the "Treball" celebra- 
tion last September represented for them. On 29 November, when a special congress 
was called for this coming March, the dogmatic sector clearly realized that it was 
incapable of repeating even its pyrrhic victory of the Fifth Congress, and opted 

to break off, deliberately causing the expulsion of its most outstanding leaders. 

The mechanism was simple, with guaranteed effects: calling a press conference to 
announce its rejection of the standards and regulations for convoking the congress, 
whereby they took a position on a course of irreversible separation from the party. 


Immediately after their expulsion had been approved by the Central Committee, they 
intensified their divisive effort, through assemblies of militants in various loca- 
tions on the Barcelona belt; and hence it has become evident that their appeal to 
the Guarantees Commission is aimed only at gaining time to be able to expand the 
recruitment among the militancy. 


From an overall standpoint, the recent evolution of the PSUC and PCE crises shows 

a considerable assymetry. While, in PSUC, which has for years been a party with more 
social roots and with greater ideological renewal, the dogmatic involution has 
affected a minority sector of the militants that has ended up outside the party, 

in PCE, the resistance to the continuity of the Eurocommunist renewal and the 
organizational involution have been championed primarily by the central leadership 
apparatus itself, comprised for the most part of those in exile and with less 
social influence, who have managed to corner and exclude the Eurocommunist bases in 
major sections of the country. Carrillo's "Eurocommunism" still survives, in the 
Romanian style, particularly in its positions on international policy; but, contra- 
dictorily, in its internal activity it reproduces the closed, authoritarian style 

of other times, and relentlessly combats what it no longer has any misgivings about 
labeling '"democratitis." 


To date, the PSUC leaders have attempted to remain apart from the serious confronta- 
tions that have shaken PCE in recent weeks, perhaps trusting that they could thereby 
mollify Carrillo's eagerness for intervention in Catalonia. However, the Madrid 
conflict has stirred the PSUC militancy considerably, and has created a very exten- 
sive state of critical opinion which was shown, for exaiple, at the conference that 
three of the Madrid councilmen in the process of expulsion, Eduardo Mangada, J.L. 
Martin Palacin and Julio Garcia Madrid, held on 8 January at the Riggers Association 
in Barcelona. The function, the mere announcement of which had ceused great anxiety 
among different sectors of the Central Committee, concluded with a unanimous petition 
for withdrawal of the penalties on the councilmen, and with a demand for a more 
critical and committed position on the part of the PSUC leadership, a demand which 
will no doubt not fail to appear in the pre-congress debates and which will affect 
the positions to be assumed by the candidates who will form the leadership team 
emerging from the next congress. 
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Hence, the current crisis again poses the basic question of the role that PSUC 

must play in Spanish communism as a whole. Santiago Carrillo has recently reiterated 
his positions, precisely on the occasion of his belligerent speech in Euskadi: "The 
Communist Party cannot give up having its corresponding entity in Catalonia, and if 
it is not PSUC, it will be something else." (MUNDO OBRERO, 6-11-81, p 38). As it 
was 4 years ago, the issue is again on the table. It would be suicidal for the 
Catalonian Communists to repeat the tactic of retreat on this occasion. 
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POLITICAL SWEDEN 


PAPER COMMENTS ON CHANCES FOR NEW ENVIRONMENT PARTY 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 21 Dec 81 p 2 


[Editorial ] 


[Text] According to the latest poll this year--the IMU poll in DAGENS NYHETER 
last Sunday--the Environment Party finished in the 4-percent range for the second 
time. Since only 864 people were questioned and, as SVENSKA DAGBLADET pointed 
out earlier, the method was dubious the margin of error is particularly large 
for a small party. In spite of that, it is noteworthy that the Environment 
Party, according to IMU, even stands a chance of getting into Parliament for 

the second time. 


Moreover, the trend to a large extent coincides with the statistics of the 
Swedish Institute for Public Opinion Polls [SIFO], particularly with respect 
to the Moderate Coalition Party [MSP] and the Social Democratic Labor Party 
[SAP]. The MSP, which always has lower figures in the IMU poll than in SIFO, 
has grown by 1.5 percent to 25. The change in party leadership and the with- 
drawal from the three-party government seem to have given the Moderates that 
gain. It is not impossible, either, that the Moderates, in this hard foreign 
policy climate, appear more stable as far as defense policy is concerned and 
thus credible with respect to our policy of nonalliance. 


According to IMU, the Social Democratic Labor Party slipped consideravly for 
the second time--now by 3 percent to a total of 46. Of course, it might be a 
consolation to be still clearly larger than the three nonsocialist parties 
combined, even though the trend should slowly become alarming: Olof Palme 
began the 1979 election year with a clear victory and still lost in the end. 


The Liberal Party [FP] declined to 4.5 percent, according to the lower IMU figures, 
and is thus behind the Communist Left Party [VPK], which is up to 5 percent, a 
surprising development considering the U-137 incident and the drama in Poland. 


Future polls will show whether this is the result of a slump or a political 
reality. 


It is clear, however, that the Moderates have gained support in the wake of the 
tax agreement, while the three parties behind the agreement lost points. And 
the situation might not improve, considering the apparent squabble about how 


39 














to finance the tax reform, since the middle parties--according to front-page 
news in SVENSKA DAGBLADET last Sunday--seem to say "no" to VAT. 


"Unfathomable," wrote the initial AL, commenting on the IMU poll in DAGENS 
NYHETER [DN]. 


But who would have expected DN to understand it? 
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POLITICAL SWEDEN 


POLL INDICATES DECLINING SUPPORT ]'OR SDP WAGE-EARNER FUND 
Fewer in Union Approve 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 27 Dec 81 p 6 
[Article by Sven Svensson: "Reduced Support for Socialist Funds"] 


[Text] Support for the Social Democrats [SDP] and LO's [Swedish Federation of Trade 
Unions] wage-earner funds has decreased by 7 percent during the fall. That is in- 
dicated by the IMU's [Institute for Market Surveys] second survey on the funds. 

Not quite every third voter--30 percent--thinks that the funds are very good or 
quite good as compared with 37 percent in September. The decrease is primarily due 
to the fact that the number of nonsocialist supporters declined, but support by LO 
members fell off, too. 


In the first poll, the same number of people supported the Social Democrats’ and the 
LO's wage-earner funds as opposed them, while every fourth voter had no opinion. 
Thirty-seven percent approved the funds bill and 36 percent rejected it. 


Opponents now are clearly in the majority in the electorate. Whereas the proportion 
of those who approved the funds bill dropped off from 37 to 30 percent, those 
opposing increased from 36 to 43 percent, while the proportion of those who had 

no opinion was unchanged at 27 percent. 


The figure of 30 percent in favor of the wage-earner funds continues to be high by 
comparison with the figures on other opinions, which stand at 25 percent. 


That may be the result of the question that was asked, the IMU says in its report, 
and points out that general loyalty to the Social Democratic Party may have an in- 
fluence. 


This opinion poll is the second in a series preceding the election in the fall of 
1982 and the following question is being asked of the voters: 


"The Social Democratic Party and the LO have submitted a bill on wage-earner funds. 
In your opinion, would it be good for the country or bad if that fund bill is passed?" 


The survey was conducted during the period from 16 November to 9 December--that is, 
after the Social Democratic Party's and the LO'’s congresses, at which the wage: earner 
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funds were the principal subject for discussion. A total of 1,005 interviews were 
conducted. 


Fewer Nonsocialists 


The fact that the proportion of voters who supported the wage-earner fund bill de- 
creased from 37 to 30 percent is primarily due to the fact that the proportion of 
nonsocialist voters who support the Socialist-LO bill decreased in November. Further- 
more, the poll shows that the proportion of LO and TCO [Central Organization of 
Salaried Employees] members who support the wage-earner funds is decreasing. 


Among the nonsocialist parties, opposition to the wage-earner funds is heaviest 
among members of the Moderate Coalition Party, then among Center Party members and 
lightest among members of the Liberal Party. 


Among the voters who were questioned, 7 percent think that the wage-earner fund bill 
is very good for the country. That is the same figure as in the poll which was taken 
in September. 


On the other hand, the proportion answering "quite good" dropped from 30 to 23 per- 
cent, which is a statistically confirmed decrease. 


The other shifts fall within the statistical marginifor error. Twenty-two percent 
think that the wage-earner fund bill is quite bad as opposed to 20 percent in 
September, and 21 percent think it is very bad as opposed to 16 percent in the pre- 
vious poll. 


Support for the wage-earner funds among the Socialist voters has decreased somewhat. 
In December, 56 percent of its voters approved the wage-earner funds as opposed to 
59 percent in September. 


However, the proportion of Socialist voters who think that the bill is very good 

has increased from 13 percent in September to 16 percent in December. The proportion 
of Socialist voters who think the bill is quite good has dropped off from 46 to 40 
percent. 


Heaviest Socialist Support 


Fifty-six percent of the Social Democrats approve of the wage-earner fund bill 

as very good or quite good as opposed to 58 percent in September. The proportion of 
those who think the bill is very good has increased from 13 to 16 percent, but the 
proportion of those who think that the bill is quite good has dropped off from 45 

to 40 percent, instead. The proporiton of uncertain voters is large among Social 
Democrats; it is 30 percent. 


Among Left-Party Communists, 45 percent approve the wage-earner fund bill as opposed 
to 64 percent in September. Thirteen percent think that the bill is very good as 
opposed to 7 percent in September, but the proportion who think that it is quite good 
has dropped off from 57 to 32 percent. Among the nonsocialist voters, 2 percent 
thought that the wage-earner fund bill was very good in September as opposed to 0 
percent in December. Eleven percent thought it was quite good in September as 
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opposed to 8 percent in December. Thus, the proportion of nonsocialist sympathizers 
who approve the wage-earner funds has dropped off from 13 to 8 percent. 


The proportion of nonsocialist voters who reject the wage-earner fund bill is almost 
unchanged. Thirty-one percent thought it was quite bad in September and in December 
that figure had increased to 33 percent. Thirty-seven percent thought it was very 
bad in September, and now that figure is up to 41 percent. 


Five percent of the members of the Moderate Coalition Party think that the wage-earner 
fund bill is quite good. That figure is the same as it was in September. Only 11 
percent answer that they do not know. That is absolutely the lowest figure among 
those who say they do not know. 


Increased Opposition 


Among Center Party voters, opposition to the wage-earner fund is increasing. In 
December 13 percent of the voters thought that the bill was very good or quite good 
as opposed to 22 percent in September. 


Attitudes among Liberal Party voters are moving in the same direction. In December, 
16 percent thought that the wage-earner fund bill is very good or quite good as 
opposed to 26 percent in September, 


Among trade union members, too, support for the wage-earner funds seems to be de- 
creasing. The last time, every other LO member--52 percent--thought that the bill 
was very good or quite good. That figure has dropped cff to 46 percent for December. 


The decrease is even more noticeable in the TCO, where every fourth member, or 25 
percent of the membership, thinks that the wage-earner funds are very good or quite 
good as opposed to every third member, or 36 percent, in September, 


Every fourth voter is uncertain with regard to the funds. It is consistently true 
that uncertainty regarding the Social Democrats and the LO's fund bill is the heaviest 
among the Socialist voters, among women, in the 18 to 29-year-old age group and among 
voters in the medium-sized cities. 


The big cities present a divided picture. The largest proportions of supporters and 
of opponents of the wage-earner funds are to be found there. That is explained by 
the fact that the figure for the proportion of uncertain voters is down to 1/7 per- 
cent. 


Extra Question 


The IMU also asked a supplementary question of the voters who answered "quite bad", 
"very bad" or "do not know" to the question about the Social Democrats’ and the 
LO's wage-earner fund bill. In all, 700 voters had an opportunity to answer the 
following question: 


"Do you think that funds of some other kind should be introduced, or shall we not 
have any funds at all?" 
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Deviations from the September survey are very small. Nineteen percent answered "funds 
of some other kind," 38 percent "no funds at all" and 44 percent "do not know." 


Twenty percent of the nonsocialist voters (19 percent in September) want to have 
funds of some other kind as opposed to 18 percent of the Social Democrats and Left- 
Party Communist voters (12 percent in September). 


It is chiefly the Left-Party Communist voters who recommend other funds. That figure 
increased from 18 percent in September to 45 percent in December. An explanation for 
that may be the fact that the Left-Party Communists’ congress indicated that criticism 
of the Socialist Democrats' wage-earner funds was strong. 


The IMU Wage-Barner Fund Survey: 
The Social Democratic Party and the LO have submitted a bill on wage-earner funds. 
In your opinion, would it be good or bad for the country if that fund till is passed? 


Answer by means of this card! 


Party Sympathies 


Total Nonsocialist Socialist 

Sep Dec Sep Dec Sep Dec 

ho he he ho ho vs 

Very good 7 7 2 0 13 16 
Quite good 30 23 1l 8 46 40 
Quite bad 20 22 31 33 1l 10 
Very bad 16 21 37 41 2 4 
Do not know 27 27 20 17 29 30 





100 100 100 100 100 100° 
[sic] [sic] [sic] [sic] 


The polls were carried out within a nationally representative probability sample 
of Swedes aged 15 to 74 years. The interviews were carried out by visits to homes 


during the period from 16 November to 9 December. The number of interviews per- 
formed was 1,005. 


Comments on Poll 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 27 Dec 81 p 2 


[Editorial by Nils-Eric Sandberg: "Minority for Funds"] 


[Text] Wage-earner funds, as they are called, are becoming less and less popular, 
according to the opinion poll from the IMU [Institute for Market Surveys] which 
DAGENS NYHETER is publishing today. In September, 37 percent of those questions 














said that the LO's [Swedish Federation of Trade Unions] and the Social Democratic 
Party's bill regarding funds was good for the country; now, in December, only 30 
percent are in agreement with it. The change is statistically confirmed; from 37 
to 30 percent--that is a drop of approximately 20 percent. 


Thus, according to the IMU, 70 percent of the population does not feel sympathetic 
toward the fund system, which is the Social Democrats’ principal item in the economic 
debate. Of course, opinion polls must always be accepted with great reservations. 
Even statistically confirmed variations can result from accidental occurrences which 
have no relevance where the primary question is concerned; even the response in broad 
outline can be influenced by accidental occurrences and consequently should not be 
accepted as indicating what the result of the voting will be--in spite of the fact 
that comments on polls usua’.y treat their results in just that way. Nevertheless, 
the present IMU poll is interesting because it is only one in a long series of polls 
on attitudes toward the wage-earner funds, carried out on different occasions, with 
different techniques and with different wordings of questions. But all the results, 
including the present one, point absolutely in the same direction: a large majority-- 
between 60 and 80 percent--says a more or less definite "no" to the wage-earner 
funds. 


A fund system would concentrate firmly on investments in industries in a few, politi- 
cally-selected areas and would probably convert our economic and political system 
into a semisocialist, centrally controlled regime. Power over industry would be con- 
centrated in a few politicians who never worked on investments other than in catas- 
trophic losing enterprises. 


Shouldn't the politicians and union leaders who want to introduce that system obtain 
a somewhat larger majority for their project than 25 to 35 percent? 


Voters' ‘Uncertainty’ 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 28 Dec 81 p 8 
[Article by Mats Carlbom: "Vacillating Voters the Only Favorable Factor"] 


[Text] "The only thing certain about the opinion survey on wage-earner funds is 
that there is a large amount of uncertainty among the voters. And that is favorable. 
It leaves a large amount of room for information and opinion-forming." That is what 
Kjell-Olof Feldt (Social Democratic Party) said in commenting on the IMU [Institute 
for Market Surveys] poll which DAGENS NYHETER presented on Sunday. 


The opinion poll showed that support for the Social Democrats’ and the LO's [Swedish 
Federation of Trade Unions'] wage-earner funds has decreased from 37 to 30 percent 
since September. During the same period, opposition increased from 36 to 43 percent, 
while 27 percent of the people who were questioned continued to be uncertain. 


"The only thing one can perceive clearly is that uncertainty on the wage-earner funds 
is a big factor among the voters," Kjell-Olof Feldt says. "That also agrees with 
what we know from our own surveys.” 
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Favorable Uncertainty 


"A very large part of the electorate does not want to take a position. The situation 
was the same 6 months before the referendum on nuclear power. Many people are un- 
willing to take a position, and one of the reasons for that is the fact that the 
question is a hard one to get familiar with. When one is questioned in an opinion 
poll, one wants to be honest and tell the truth--that ‘one doesn't know.’ 


"But that is something favorable, too. it shows that there is a great deal of room 
for opinion-forming and providing information on the wage-earner funds. 


"The shifts of opinion appearing in the IMU poll can indicate that the nonsocialist 
voters are now ‘falling into line,’ Kjell-Olof Feldt thinks. 


"From our point of view, what needs to be done now is, for one thing, to put the 
question in an economic context, and, for another, to compare it with alternatives 
to the wage-earner funds. Opponents, and particularly the Swedish Employers’ Con- 
federation, have done everything they could think of to separate the wage-earner 
funds from reality. 


Propaganda Not of Current Interest 


"Small businessmen also have propagandized against other fund proposals than ours, 
including Meidner's proposal in 1975, which is certainly not of current interest. 
In spite of the fact that the fund question was a burden for the Social Democrats 
in the last election campaign, Kjell-Olof Feldt does not think it is a burden now. 


"We who were active in the party in the 1950's remember the ATP [general supplemen- 
tary pensions scheme] question. It constituted a burden for us in the 1956 and 1958 
elections. At that time, the proposal was not complete and there was great uncer- 
tainty about what it meant. 


"The situation has been about the same with the wage-earner fund, but now our bill 
on funds is complete. We now will have to carry out an enormous amount of educational 
work and agitation," he said. 
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POLITICAL SWEDEN 


VPK UNIT RENOUNCES SUPPORT EXPRESSED FOR POLISH MILITARY 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 31 Dec 81 p 7 
[Article by Magdalena Ribbing] 


[Text] "Just a mistake," said a local wit of the Communist 
Left Party [VPK] in Koping about its staterent just before 
Christmas supporting the military junta in Poland. 


A new statement was issued at a meeting Monday evening in Koping saying that 
the establishment of a military regime in Poland is reprehensible. 


The Monday evening meeting, in a small party hall in Koping, was specially called 
in response to the fuss created by the first statement. Some 15 to 20 members 
of the Koping VPK unit came to this meeting, termed an informational meeting, 
which was also attended by district party leaders. 


They debated a few hours for and against the statement issued by the local 
Koping unit supporting the Polish military junta. In that statement, Koping 
VPK members said that Polish society had been threatened by the completely in- 
considerate use of the right to strike, and that the military regime's interven- 
tion was the least harmful alternative under the circumstances. 


Party leaders in Stockholm were very upset about that, and parliamentary member 
Hans Pettersson, VPK representative from Vastmanland, called for a meeting of 
party officials to restore order én Koping. 

"We were in agreement when we parted Monday evening,” said Hans Pettersson. 
"Members have a right to discuss and to try to influence the party leadership, 
but not to go out and publicly present an alternative view. That way, people 
do not know where VPK stands. We had to establish order, as we say in VPK." 


The central administration of the Communist Left Party has renounced the military 
regime in Poland. 
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POLITICAL SWEDEN 


PAPER COMMENT ON 'UNSOLVABLE' CRISIS OF FINLAND'S CP 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 21 Dec 81 p 2 
[Editorial] 

[Text] Will the Finnish Communist Party (SKP) Split? 


At any rate, a split :sseems imminent for the party which first emerged again 

in a free society after the Second World War and which, through cooperation 

with the Finnish People's Democratic League [SKDL], soon became one of the big 
parties in Finland. It has been important to Moscow to be able to point to a 
Communist party that not only works in a Western democratic nation but also has 
achieved government cooperation status by virtue of the classical people's front. 


However, that does not prevent even the Finnish Communist Party from being 
ideologically split in two like other Communist parties in the Westem world, 
i.e., into a revisionary and an orthodox or Stalinist phalanx, the so-called 
"Taistoits." The latter phalanx is in the minority, and party leader Aarne 
Saarinen's primary task has been to hold the two phalanxes together in a pinch. 


The task has not really been the easiest one. The parth is divided on the issue 
of the presidential election; while the majority can envisage Mauno kKoivisto 

as president, the Taistoits would rather see Ahti Karjalainen in that post. 
Furthermore, the Taistoits have also been opposed to the party's government 
engagement, and their parliamentary representatives have on occasion voted 
against the government in which Communists are cooperating. 


The situation within the Finnish Communist Party became acute last Thursday 
when 11 members of Parliament who belong to the minority broke with a group 
decision and voted against the government on a budget issue. The disciplinary 
penalty for such disobedience is exclusion from the parliamentary group for 
the remainder of the session, i.e. until 1983 in this case. In a last attempt, 
Saarinen failed to prevent the split by asking the majority to go along with 
the minority position this time. He was simply voted down. 


The Finnish Communist Party is now in the midst of a presidential election cam 
paign amid the dramatic course of events in Poland, as well as facing the risk 
of being split in two. That, of course, weakens the position of the Finnish 
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Communists (Finnish People's Democratic League) in the upcoming election. The 
events in Poland will be a difficult test for the Cornunists. 


It is conceivable, of course, that parliamentary representatives of the Finnish 
People's Democratic League will for tactical reasons be forced to suspend their 
own exclusion ruling. Otherwise, there is nothing else to do but to call a 
special party congress, which five party districts--six are needed--have requested 
to clarify the issue. Many would exclude the Taistoits, but not Saarinen. 


As usual, the conflict seems unsolvable. To exclude the orthodox would be to 
weaken the party and add to the party crepe. To keep them means continued and 
devastating internal war. The Communist Party in Moscow probably feels it would 
be best if the phalanxes continued to work together as well as possible under 
one party. A split could mean that the Communists loyal to Moscow would be 
frozen out, becoming a small sect. 
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POLITICAL SWEDEN 


ANGOLAN BUREAUCRATIC SNAFUS THWART PROPER USE OF AID 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 21 Dec 81 p 7 


[article by Finn Norgren] 


[Text] Most of the Swedish aid to Angola is not being used. 
So far, some 160 million kronor have accumulated in Sweden 
because the intended receiver has not been able to distribute 
the money. 


"The aid is bogged down in the Angolan government machinery," said Anders Forsse, 
head of the Swedish International Development Authority [SIDA], who in an upcoming 


report will analyze why Angola is not making use of the Swedish aid today. 


When Forsse went to Angola this fall, it was to express the apprehension here 
in Sweden and to find out why the aid is not being used. He met with the 
Angolan planning minister, among others, and conveyed SIDA's wonderment that 
so little money had been used. 


Against Barter Economy 


In this year's budget, the government has granted 95 million in aid to Angola, 
and SIDA has requested that it be raised to 110 million kronor. This request 
represents a compromise; Social Democrats on the SIDA board wanted to ask for 
more, while others were opposed. However, 160 million kronor have already 
accumulated. 


"Angola has good plans for rapid development within agriculture and industry. 
But the situation there is discouraging; the country has virtually abandoned 
the monetary economy and returned to the barter economy that was in existence 
prior to colonization," said Anders Forsse. 





He felt the political tieup is one of the main obstacles to Angola's development. 


The government has developed a bureaucracy, muvijeled on Easter states, which 
is ill suited to Africa. Nothing happens within a bureaucracy of that kind. 
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Growing Irritation 


Much of the Swedish aid is used to pay for imports. Sweden also supports health 
care and helps to develop the fishing industry. According to SIDA, some of the 
activities are functioning well--but there is growing irritation that so little 
money is getting through Angola's ineffective government apparatus. 
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